Population frequencies of neuromuscular diseases--II. Amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (motor neurone disease).
A summary of the world literature on the prevalence of amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (motor neurone disease) has been carried out. Excluding those particular isolates with especially high prevalences (e.g. Guam and the Kii Peninsula of Japan), the mean prevalence among both sexes in other populations is around 41.6 x 10(-6) or 1 in 24,000.